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* What do you already know about fingerprints? *x Your cha"enge

Look at your fingerprints with a hand lens or

. Find out if everyone’s
microscope.

fingerprints really are different.

* What do your own fingerprints look like? \

J
Are they the same as your buddy’s prints?

* How do you think fingerprints are collected?
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* Here are some ideas to
get you started

% You either need to rub pencil onto a piece of paper or you can sprinkle
a small amount of dust (flour, chalk, talcum powder, cocoa powder) on a
table.

% Now put your thumb in the dust or on the pencil rubbing. Place your
thumb firmly on the sticky side of a piece of sellotape. Now stick your
sellotape onto a piece of paper. You may need to experiment to get clear
prints.
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% Now you can start investigating

* Look at the prints with your hand lens.

Do any of you have patterns like these?
* Compare your prints with other people. Are they all different?
* Can you find other ways to collect fingerprints?

Share all the fingerprints. Can you work out
which are yours? You could let Mrs Teachem
have copies or drawings of fingerprints.

Congratulations!
You are now a fantastic fingerprinter.
Collect your stickers and get ready for your next challenge.

* Here are some extra challenges

* Look for fingerprints on surfaces such as glass.
Can you identify who made them?

* Some people think children’s fingerprints should not be
used as records in schools. What do you think?

* Can you find out other ways of identifying individuals? * ‘
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